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REMARKS 

The applicant wishes to thank Examiner Wujciak and Supervisor Examiner Leslie Braun for the 
courtesy of a telephone interview on U.S. application 09/490,680. The purpose of the interview was 
to discuss a prior art reference, DeGroat U.S. patent 5,277,584. More specifically, the office had 
contented that the DeGroat patent 5,277,584 has a shock mount that provides: 

"vibration damping, isolates the operator station and platform from shock ™f 
vibSn, and damfens vibration and shock" (Page 2-3 of the office action of 7/10/02) 

During the telephone interview applicant's attorney pointed out that the DeGroat patent discloses a 
simulator that generates shock and vibration and therefore is not a shock mount and does not provide 
"vibration damping, isolates the operator station and platform from shock 

dampens vibration and shock". Examiner Wujciak and Supervisor Examiner Leslie Braun agreed. 
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The Examiners also stated that prior to the interview they had conducted a further search and , 
uncovered new references Higuchi 5,984,036 and Miyake et al. 4,805359. The applicant's attorney 
responds as follows to the citation of the Higuchi and Miyak et al references although no rejection has 
been made based on Higuchi 5,984,036 or Miyake et al. 4,805,359. 

THE REJECTIONS IN THE OFFICE ACTION OF JULY 10, 2002 

The office rejected claims 8-13 and 15-17 under 35 U.S.C. 102 as being anticipated by DeGroat and 
claim 14 under 35 U.S.C. 103 using DeGroat as a primary reference. 

The rejection of claims 8-13 and 15-17 under 35 U.S.C. 102 as being unpatent able over DeGroat 
In view of the Office's acknowledgment in the Telephone Interview of August 29, 2002 that DeGroat 
is a simulator as opposed to being a shock isolation system and the Interview Summary report of 
9/6/02 that claim 8 does not read on DeGroat it is submitted the rejection of claims independent claim 
8 and consequently dependent claims 9-13 and 15-17 under 35 U.S.C. 102 is in error and the official 
withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

The rejection of claim 14 under 35 U.S.C. 103fa) as being unpa tentable over DeGroat 
Similarly, In view of the Office's acknowledgment in the Telephone Interview of August 29, 2002 
that DeGroat is a simulator as opposed to being a shock isolation system and the Interview Summary 
report of 9/6/02 that claim 8 does not read on DeGroat it is submitted that dependent claim 14 is 
allowable and an official withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

The newly cited Higuchi patent 5.984.036 

A review of the Higuchi et al. patent 5,984,036 reveals that he teaches the use of an operator cabin 1 1 
that forms an enclosure around an operator. The basic teaching of Higuchi et al is a contrary teaching 
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